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Group Art Unit: Unassigned 
Examiner: Unassigned 


INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Dear Sir: 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. 1.97 and 1.98, the attention of the Patent and Trademark Office is 
hereby directed to the references listed on the attached PTO/SB/08A and the attached references. 
It is respectfully requested that the information be expressly considered during the prosecution of 
this application, and that the reference be made of record therein and appear among the 
"References Cited" on any patent issued therefrom. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Dated: February 27, 2002 


BANNER & WITCOFF, LTD. 

By: 

Brian S. Clise 
Reg. No. 47,497 


Banner & Witcoff, Ltd. 
10 South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606 
Telephone (312)715-1000 
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(use as many sheets as necessary) 


Application Number 


Filing Date 


First Named Inventor 


Group Art Unit 


Examiner Name 


Unassigned 


February 27, 2002 


Steven Shawn Smith 
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Attorney Docket Number 


10886.00670 


U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS £ 

Examiner 
Initials * 

Cite 
No. 1 

U.S. Patent Document 

Name of Patentee or Applicant 
of Cited Document 

Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 

Mil r\r\ wv/v 
MM-DD-YYYY 

Pages, Columns, Lines, Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 

. . u Kind Code 2 
Number 

{if known) 



5 651 074 


Baumhauer, Jr. et al. 

July 22, 1997 




5,848,172 


Allen et al. 

Dec. 8, 1 998 




5,862,240 


Ohkubo et al. 

Jan. 19, 1999 




6,084,973 


Green et al. 

JUL 4, 2000 




5,825,898 


Marash 

Oct. 20, 1998 




6,049,607 


Marash et al. 

Apr. 11,2000 
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Cite 
No. 1 

Foreign Patent Document 

Name of Patentee 
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Cited Document 
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Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 

Passages or Relevant 
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Examiner 


Date 


Signature 


Considered 



'EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance 
and not considered. Include copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 


1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Patent Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter code 
(WlPO Standard ST.3). 4 For Japanese patent documents, the indication of the year of the reign of the Emperor must precede the serial number of the 
patent document. 5 Kind of document by the appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WlPO Standard ST. 16 if possible. 6 Applicant is 
to place a check mark hee if English language Translation is attached. 

Burden Hour Statement: This form is estimated to take 2.0 hours to complete. Time will vary depending upon the needs of the individual case. Any 
comments on the amount of time you are required to complete this form should be sent to the Chief Information Officer, U.S. Patent and Trademark 

+ Office, Washington, DC 20231. DO NOT SEND FEES OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS ADDRESS. SEND TO: Assistant Commissioner for 
Patents, Washington, DC 20231. 


